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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 6, 7, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 6 and 7 recite the limitation "said corresponding adjustment" in line 2. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Claims 13 and 14 recite the limitation "said corresponding adjustment" in lines 3 
and 4. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ohnuki 
et al. (Hereinafter "Ohnuki") (US Patent 4,574,633). 

Regarding Claim 1, Ohnuki discloses a method for controlling an appliance 
(Figure 3), comprising: analyzing audio information associated with said appliance to 
identify at least one predefined audio characteristic (acoustic emission, Col 2, line 8); 
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and automatically adjusting said appliance when said predefined audio characteristic is 
identified (Ohnuki discloses halting machine when level exceeds discrimination (i.e. 
predefined) level (Col 2, lines 30-37). 

Regarding Claim 8, Ohnuki discloses a method for controlling an appliance 
(Figure 3), comprising: establishing at least one appliance adjustment rule (level 
comparator 1 8), said appliance adjustment rule including at least one predefined audio 
characteristic (acoustic emission, Col 2, line 8) associated with said appliance and an 
action item (Ohnuki discloses halting machine when level exceeds discrimination level 
(Col 2, lines 30-37) to be performed to automatically adjust said appliance when said 
rule is satisfied; analyzing audio information associated with said appliance to identify 
said at least one predefined audio characteristic; and performing said action item if said 
appliance adjustment rule is satisfied (Col. 2, lines 30-37). 

Regarding Claims 2 and 9, Ohnuki further discloses the predefined audio 
characteristic indicates that the appliance should be turned off. (Col 2, lines 35-37). 

Regarding Claims 3 and 1 0, Ohnuki further discloses the predefined audio 
characteristic indicates that the appliance should be adjusted (i.e. turned off, Col 2, lines 
35-37). 

Regarding Claims 4 and 1 1 , Ohnuki further discloses the predefined audio 
characteristic is a static audio characteristic (Figures 1 A, 1B, and 1C show acoustic 
emission constantly present, i.e. static). 
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Regarding Claims 5 and 12, Ohnuki further discloses predefined audio 
characteristic is a time varying audio characteristic (Figures 1A, 1B and 1C show 
acoustic emission volume varying with time). 

Regarding Claims 6 and 13, Ohnuki further discloses audio characteristic and 
corresponding adjustment are obtained during a learning phase (data setting means26 
and memory 24, Col. 4, lines 47-52). 

Regarding Claims 7 and 14, Ohnuki discloses predefined audio characteristic 
and said corresponding adjustment are a default setting (i.e. predetermined value, Col 
1, lines 42-43). 

Regarding Claim 15, Ohnuki discloses adjustment rule includes one or more 
settings for said appliance that should be established when said appliance adjustment 
rule is satisfied (Ohnuki discloses halting machine (i.e. setting) when level exceeds 
discrimination level (Col 2, lines 30-37). 

Regarding Claim 16, Ohnuki discloses a system for controlling an appliance 
(Figure 3), comprising: a memory for storing computer readable code (memory 24); and 
a processor operatively coupled to said memory (it is inherent that the device will 
contain a processor for control of the device), said processor configured to: analyze 
audio information associated with said appliance to identify at least one predefined 
audio characteristic (acoustic emission, Col 2, line 8); and automatically adjust said 
appliance when said predefined audio characteristic is identified (Ohnuki discloses 
halting machine when level exceeds discrimination (i.e. predefined) level (Col 2, lines 
30-37). 
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Regarding Claim 17, Ohnuki discloses a system for controlling an appliance 
(Figure 3), comprising: a memory for storing computer readable code (memory 24); and 
a processor operatively coupled to said memory (it is inherent that the device will 
contain a processor for control of the device), said processor configured to: establish at 
least one appliance adjustment rule (level comparator 18), said appliance adjustment 
rule including at least one predefined audio characteristic (acoustic emission, Col 2, line 
8) associated with said appliance and an action item to be performed to automatically 
adjust said appliance when said rule is satisfied (Ohnuki discloses halting machine 
when level exceeds discrimination level, Col 2, lines 30-37); analyze audio information 
associated with said appliance to identify said at least one predefined audio 
characteristic (acoustic emission, Col 2, line 8); and perform said action item if said 
appliance adjustment rule is satisfied (Ohnuki discloses halting machine when level 
exceeds discrimination level, Col 2, lines 30-37). 

Regarding Claim 18, Ohnuki discloses an article of manufacture for controlling an 
appliance (Figure 3), comprising: a computer readable medium having computer 
readable code means embodied thereon (memory 24), said computer readable program 
code means comprising: a step to analyze audio information associated with said 
appliance to identify at least one predefined audio characteristic (acoustic emission, Col 
2, line 8); and a step to automatically adjust said appliance when said predefined audio 
characteristic is identified (Ohnuki discloses halting machine when level exceeds 
discrimination (i.e. predefined) level (Col 2, lines 30-37). 
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Regarding Claim 19, Ohnuki discloses an article of manufacture (Figure 3) for 
controlling an appliance, comprising: a computer readable medium having computer 
readable code means embodied thereon (memory 34), said computer readable program 
code means comprising: a step to establish at least one appliance adjustment rule, said 
appliance adjustment rule including at least one predefined audio characteristic 
associated with said appliance and an action item to be performed to automatically 
adjust said appliance when said rule is satisfied (Ohnuki discloses halting machine (i.e. 
adjustment) when level (i.e. characteristic) exceeds discrimination level (i.e. rule) (Col 2, 
lines 30-37); a step to analyze audio information associated with said appliance to 
identify said at least one predefined audio characteristic (level comparator 18); and a 
step to perform said action item if said appliance adjustment rule is satisfied (Ohnuki 
discloses halting machine (Col 2, lines 30-37). 

Regarding Claim 20, Ohnuki discloses a system for controlling an appliance 
(Figure 3), comprising: means for analyzing audio information associated with said 
appliance to identify at least one predefined audio characteristic (acoustic emission, Col 
2, line 8); and means for automatically adjusting said appliance when said predefined 
audio characteristic is identified (Ohnuki discloses halting machine (Col 2, lines 30-37). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin Michalski whose telephone number is (703)305- 
5598. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 Hours, 5 day/week. 



Application/Control Number: 09/988,942 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2644 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bill Isen can be reached on (703)305-4386. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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